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The Establishment now forming at Roorkee near the Solani
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on the Ganges Canal affords peculiar facilities for instructing
Civil Engineers. There are large workshops and extensive and
most important structures in course of formation. There are
also a library and a model room. Above all a number of
scientific and experienced Engineer Officers are constantly

assembled on the spot, or occasionally resorting thithert”.
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On these accounts the Lieutenant Governor would propose the
establishment at Roorkee of an institution for the education of
Civil Engineers, which should be mmmediately under the
direcion of Local Government 1in the Educational
Departmentr .
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Towards the end of the Session the College sustained a loss in the death of the Native
Drawing Master, Guneshie Lal, who commenced his service as Assistant Master in
1852: a most estimabe man, and indefatigable teacher, he though suffering from
illness reamined at his post too persistently, and died the evening of the day on which
he had at last taken leave to go his home at Seharunpore. His place has been filled on
probation by his former assistant Koora Mull, of whom Mr. Scotland has a very high
opinoin and who promises to succed well in his new post. (Calendar, pp 303)
:éfd}au,ut/}:y/ét{&mu;;g&.,gwgc;utniwut
Lala Behari Lal has been here ever since the College was founded, and his merits
have been constantly brought to the notice of Government. Sheikh Becha, the
Estimating Master, 1s an old and deserving servant of Government, having been here
17 years, and 1s most careful and paine-taking. Shumboo Dass, the Surveying Master
1s a very clever man, and has taken very great pains with his pupils during this term.
Sheo Narain, Sree Ram and Mahomed Ali, the junior Masters, have all done well.
(Calender, pp 304)
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Leonard, 1994, Orient Longman Limited, Hyderabad pp 151- 155
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Abstract

Founded in 1847, Thompson Roorkee College, formerly known as Civil
Engineering College, produced 26 Urdu books of civil engineering till
1870. The books contained a rare Urdu prose which 1s suited to present
technical subjects like engineering mn it comfortably. Before it, Urdu
language had no such type of prose ever produced. This article aims at
presenting details about those books. It also highlights many of incorrect
accounts of research dealing with the subject i Urdu. It also shares why
were the books written in Urdu. Britain was unable to provide workforce
for its design from Britain, building civil mfrastructure for its people
engaged.

Keywords: Thompson Rookee College, books of technical Urdu prose,
misleading accounts of Urdu research
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